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The following may be rely'd on, as an authentic Account 
of the late INSURRECTION, which cccafioned this 
Diſcourſe, 


N Monday the gth of March 1761, the Deputy- 
Lieutenants and Juſtices of the Peace, acting for 
Tindale Ward, in the County of Northumberland, met at 
Hexham, to receive Liſts from the Conſtables, of the 
Perſons in that Ward liable to ſerve in the Militia: And 
having been previouſly informed, that a great Number 
of Perſons were determined to aſſemble in a riotous 
Manner, to prevent ſuch Liſts being delivered in, a 
Detachment of ſix Companies from the two Battalions 
of Yorkſhire Militia, quartered at Newcaſtle, was, at the 
Requeſt of the Deputy-Lieutenants and Juſtices, or- 
dered by Col. Duncombe from Newcaſtle to Hexham, un- 
der the Command of Major Crowe. On the Day of 
Meeting, they were drawn up in the Market-Place, and 
formed three Sides of a Hollow-Square, the Town-Hall 
forming the Fourth: And Notice was ſent round the 
Town by the Bellman, deſiring the Inhabitants to keep 
within Doors, as it was feared there would be a Neceſ- 
ſity of repelling Force by Force. From Ten till about 
Eleven o'Clock in the Forenoon, the Rioters came in, 
to the Number of at leaſt five thouſand, armed with 
Piſtols, Clubs, and other Weapons : They ſurrounded 
the Militia, who were in Number about two hundred 
and forty, And altho' the Deputy-Lientenants and 
Juſtices received and heard Petitions from ſeveral of 
them (all tending to have the Militia-Laws ſuſpended; 
and not put into Execution) and did all that was in 


their Power to convince them of their Error, and in- 


duce them and their Aſſociates to diſperſe, yet they 
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contemptuouſly continued together in the moſt daring 
and inſolent Manner; repeatedly declaring, that if their 
Requeſt was not granted, they would murder the Ma- 
giſtrates; offering large Bribes to the Militia, it they 
would lay down their Arms; and, by Turns, inſulting 
and threatening them in the moſt audacious Manner : 
Notwithſtanding which, the greateſt Lenity was ſhewn 
them, and the Militia continued under Arms, till after 
One o'Clock. The Rioters {till continuing obſtinate, 
and preſſing on all Sides, up to the very Bayonets of 
the Men, with the moſt deſperate Threats of Deſtruc- 
tion, under an imagined Security of their not daring 
to fire, the Proclamation in the Riot AF was read: Soon 
after this, the Rioters attempted to force the Ranks of 
the Militia, that they might come at the Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants and Juſtices. One of them killed Enſign Hart, 
with a Shot from a Piſtol, before the Militia gave 
their Fire: A Party of the Rioters then broke into the 
Ranks; on which the Magiſtrates, ſeeing themſelves 
and the Militia on the Point of Deſtruction, or- 
dered the Fire to be given. This was accordingly 
done; and a confiderable Number of the Rioters were 
killed and wounded : This giving a Check to the Fury 
of the Rioters, they fled and were diſperſed. The 
Officers immediately gave Order for the Firing to ceaſe; 
which Order was obeyed without Delay, tho* not with- 
out Reluctance, the private Men being greatly exaſpera- 
ted by the repeated Inſults which they had received. 
Hap the Fire been given much /ooner, the Juſtices 
and Deputy-Lieutenants might have been accuſed of a 
Want of Tenderneſs to their Fellow- Subjects: Had it 


been defer'd a few Minutes longer, a general Maſſacre 
muſt have enſued. | 
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To the RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 


| HENRY PART IS, Eq; MAYOR 


of NEWCASTLE; 


AND H 


REST of the MAG ISTRATES of the 
CORPORATION. 


GENTLEMEN, 


A® your Opinion of the 
following Diſcourſe 
was ſo favourable, as to 


induce you to deſire it 
might be publiſhed, I have 


as ſoon as poſſible comply'd 


with your, Requeſt: And 
have only to add my De- 
— 


4.3 


fire; that, from the Sud- 
denneſs of the Occaſion, 
and the apparent Neceſſity 
of an immediate Publica- 
tion, Tou and the Public 
will pleaſe to conſider 
it as an extempere Dil- 
courſe, rather than a 


ſtudy'd Compoſition. I am, 


with all due Regard, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt obedient and 
Moft humble Servant, 
J. BROWN. 


A 


Firſt Epiſtle to the CoRINTHIANS, Ch. XII. 
Part of the 24th, and the whole 25th 
& 


- Verſe. . 


But God hath tempered the Body together, 
—That there ſhould be no Schiſm in the 
Body; but that the Members ſhould have 
the ſame Care, one for another. 


HE. Duties. which we owe to each 
other, may be properly divided into 
two Claſſes, The firſt Claſs conſiſts 
of the Duties which Individuals owe to each 
other as private Men, in the common In- 


ſtances of Juſtice and Charity: And theſe 
are called moral Duties. 
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o On the NATURAL DUTY 


TH x ſecond Claſs conſiſts of the Duties 
which we owe to each other, as Members 
of. che ſame Society. Theſe are of a more 
important Nature than the other; inaſmuch 
as any Breach of them does more imme- 
diately affect the Peace and Welfare of that 
Community to which we belong: And theſe 
are called civil Duties, or Duties which we 
owe to our Fellow-Citizens or Countrymen. 


THE moral Duties, or fuch as particular 
Men owe to each other, are the moſt com- 
mon Subject of Inſtruction and Exhortation 
from the Pulpit; and this, for a very obvious 
Reaſon,, .becauſe the Violation of theſe is 


much more common than of the Dutics 
_ which we owe to, our Fellow-Citizens and 


our Country. The Occaſions of Intercourſe 


betuwcen Man and. Man are. daily and infi- 


nite; the Means of evading Juſtice are often 
neun; the Criminal may be either too 
ET ſtrong 


of a PERSONAL SERVICE, Cc. 11 


ſtrong or too cunning for the Injured: Th 
Puniſhments, in many Caſes, are not ſuffi- 
cient to intimidate Offenders. .. . Oh the 
other Hand, where Men are ſo bold as to 
think of rebelling againſt the public Laws 
of their Country, the whole Community 
of Courſe. becomes their Enemies: They 
can never be too ſtrong, and but ſeldom too 
cunning for the Injured and the Puniſh. 
ment, being no leſs than that of Death, is 
ſufficient in moſt Caſes to over-awe the moſt 
deſperate and daring Mind. 


 HowEveER, we want not Iaſtances of 

bold and open Violations of this great Duty, 
of Obedience to the public Laws of our 
Country. And, as the ſacred Scripture hath 
recorded ſeveral of theſe; ſo it hath occa- 
ſionally given us the moſt expreſs Commands, 
inforcing our Obedience 1a the eſtabliſhed 
Conſtitution, on the Principles of Religion. 
We are commanded to honoyr and obey the 
Th. » 
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King ; and this, for the very beft and juſteſt 
Reaſon that can be aſſigned, becauſe he is 
the Minifter of God for Good. We are 
' commanded, not to re ſiſt the Ordinances of 
God, but to be ſubze&, not only for Wrath (not 
only from the Fear of civil Puniſhment) bus 
for Conſcience Sake: And are expreſsly told, 
that they who do refiſt, ſhall receive to them 
ſelves Damnation. 


So much is ſaid, as an Apology (if any 
can be needful) for my chuſing this, for the 
Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe. As it ap- 
pears from hence, that the great Duty of 
Obedience to the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
our Country, is to be inforced by the Sanc- 
tions of Religion, 


THE Picture drawn by the Apoſtle (in 
the Chapter from whence my Text is taken) 
is perhaps one of the fineſt and juſteſt Re- 
preſentations of a Society, that ever flowed 
from the Pen of any Writer. The Body” 

. | (faith 


of a PERSONAL SERVICE, Oc. 13 


(faith he) « is not one Member, but Many i= 
“If the whole were the Eye, where were the 
« Hearing * If the whole were Hearing, 
« here were the Smelling ? But now hath 
« God fet the Members, every one of them in 
* the Body, as it hath pleafed bim. Aud 
* the Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, JI have 
1 Need of Thee: Nor again the Head to 
« the Feet, I have no Need of you. — But 
God hath tempered the Body together; — 
« that there ſhould be no Schiſin in the Body; 
* but that the Members ſhould have the ſame 
Care, one for another.” | 


9 my following Diſcourſe upon theſe 
Words, therefore, I ſhall, 1/, As briefly 
and as clearly as I can, explain the Uſe and 
Neceſlity of thoſe various Ranks of Society, 
which are here ſo finely painted under the 
Image of the ſeyeral Members of the natural 
Body. 2d!y, 1 ſhall, in the fame Manner, 
endeavour to point out the natural Duties 
which theſe yarious Ranks owe to each 

other: 
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other : And, laſtly, I ſhall make ſome Ap- 
plications, which may concern us all, upon 
Occaſion of a late unhappy Iu/arrefion, 
which, if it had not been timely and reſo- 
lutely quelled, might have been fatal to the 
Whole Kingdom. 


1/t, I SHALL explain the Uſefulneſs and 
Neceſſity of the various Ranks into which 
Societies are formed. 


THAT the Generality of Mankind muſt 
conſiſt of thoſe who are deſtined to Labour 
for the Subſiſtence and Support of All, is a 
Point fo plain as ſtands not in Need of any 
particular Proof. To Labour and Induſtry 
we owe all the Converiences, nay almoft all 
the Neceſſaries of Life. By theſe alone we 
gain our Focd and Raiment, with all thoſe 
outward Things which contribute to render 
Life agreeable. Without Labour and In- 
duſtry, therefore, we muſt all periſh; or elſe 


betake 
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betake ourſelves to the Woods, diſſolve all 
the Ties of Society, and mingle with the 
Beaſts of the Field. t 


TR us it is clearly neceſſary, that many 
ſhould be deſtined to Labour, for the Support 
of All: And it is no leſs evidently neceſſary, 
for the ſame good Purpoſes of Society, that 
others ſhould + be / exempted from it. That 
/ome ſhould be ſet apart, for the Govern- 
ment and Inſtruction of Mankind, is a Point 
which no Man poſſeſſed of common Senſe: 
will deny. If fo, then it is evident, that 
theſe ought ta be exempred from the Toils 
of bodily. Labour, that they may have Lei- 
ſure to apply themſelves with Diligence, and 
acquit themſelves with Honour in their re- 


» ſpeflive Stations. The Conſtitution of Laws, 


the Adminiſtration of Jaftice, the Inſtruction 
of Mankind in the great Duties of Morality. 
and Religion, are Things of ſuch Importance: 
and Difficulty, as require a long and conſtant” 
Application in thoſe who would arrive at any: 


COMm-= 
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competent Degree of Ability in them. But 
if Al ſhould pretend to Government, and 
All to Inſtruction, what could be the Conſe- 
quence, but Ignorance in the One, and Con- 
fuſion in the Other? * Can the Blind (faith 
our Saviour) lead the Blind? Shall they not 
« both fall into the Ditch? 


HEN CE then appears the Neceſſity of a 
Variety and Subordination of Ranks; that 
the Generality of Mankind may labour in 
their reſpective Callings, for the Support of 
All: And that the Few may be exempt 
from the Labour of the Hands, and allotted 
to the Labour of the Head, for the Ends of 
Government and Inſtruction. 


Fon theſe two plain Principles, evident 
to every Man of common Senſe, will natu- 
rally reſult the mutual Duties which theſe 
different Ranks owe to each other : Which 
was the ſecond Thing I propoſed to lay be- 
fore you. ; 


THE 
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THE great general Duty, therefore, 
which the governing Part of Society owe to 
the governed, or the inferior Ranks, is that 
of Protection: Of Protection from Injury, 
in their Lives, their Freedom, and their Pro- 
perty. In moſt Countries, except our own, 
this great Duty is adminiſtered in a very de- 
fective Manner: The arbitrary Will of the 
Prince, or of his Favourites, often deſtroy 
that Protection which they ought to give: 


But under our moſt excellent and unrivalled 


Conſtitution, the Bent and Genius of every 


Law is calculated for the general Protection 


and Happineſs of the Public: And theſe 
moſt excellent Laws are adminiſtered by a 


King, who hath not only declared from 


the Throne, « that the Rights and Liber- 


« ties of his People are equally dear to 
« him with the moſt valuable Prerogatives of 


« his Crown ;” but hath likewiſe given a 


recent and ſhining Proof, that this noble 
Declaration will be the Rule of his Con- 


C duct 
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duct towards his CY and grateful 
Subjefts. 


" PROTECTION, therefore, being the 
great general Duty of the governing Part 
of every Society ; it naturally follows, that 
Obedience is no leſs the Duty of the private 
or inferior Ranks who are governed. For 
he who rebels againſt that Power who pro- 
tes him, and not only him but the whole 
Seciety, deſtroys (as far as in him lies) all 
thoſe happy Effects which good Government 
naturally produces. He breaks that great 
Chain of Power, which had been formed 
for the Security of the public Happineſs: 
He opens a Door for Diſorder and Rapine, 
for Murder and M afſacres ; he ſets every 
Man againſt his Brother; and if others are 
weak or wicked enough to be drawn in by 
his pernicious Example, becomes the Inſtru- 
ment of Hell, in making his Country a 
Scene of Blood and general Deſolation, 

Here tlien we fee the Reaſons why we are 


COm- 
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commanded, nat to reſiſt the Ordinances of 
God; but to be ſubject, not ouly for Wrath, 
but for Conſcience Sale: Here we ſee the 
Reaſons why Rebellion againſt the Laws of 
our Country is the greateſt of all Crimes, 
and why it is declared in Scripture, that 
they who reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation, 


THE general Duty of Obedience being 
thus manifeſtly incumbent on all ; there is 
one particular Duty, which our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances lead me to point out, in a more 
particular Manner. 


As it appears the Duty of Governors t6 
protect the Governed ; ſo this Protection ex 
tends not only to the Prevention of fuch In- 
| juries as one Man may receive from another; 
but likewiſe of ſuch Injuries as the whole 
State or Kingdom may receive from another 
State or Kingdom, with which it is at War. 
In this Caſe, therefore, Protection cannot be 

S 
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" PROTECTION, therefore, being the 
great general Duty of the governing Part 
of every Society ; it naturally follows, that 
Obedience is no leſs the Duty of the private 
or inferior Ranks who are governed. For 
he who rebels againſt that Power who pro- 
tes him, and' not only him but the whole 
Society, deſtroys (as far as in him lies) all 
thoſe happy Effects which good Government 
naturally produces He breaks that preat 
Chain of Power, which had been formed 


for the Security of the public Happineſs: 


He opens 2 Door for Diſorder and Rapine, 
for Murder and Maſſacres ; he ſets every 
Man againſt his Brother; and if others are 
weak or wicked enough to be drawn in by 
his pernicious Example, becomes the Inſtru- 
ment of Hell, in making his Country a 
Scene of Blood and general Deſolation. 


Here tlien we ſee the Reaſons why we are 


com- 
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commanded, not to reſiſt the Ordinances of 
God; but to be ſubject, not only for Wrath, 
but for Conſcience Sale: Here we ſee the 
Reaſons why Rebellion againſt the Laws of 
our Country is the greateſt of all Crimes, 
and why it is declared in Scripture, that 
they who reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves 


Damnation. 


THE general Duty of Obedience being 
thus manifeſtly incumbent on all ; there is 
one particular Duty, which our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances lead me to point out, in a more 
particular Manner. 


As it appears the Duty of Governors t6 
protect the Governed ; ſo this Protection ex. 
tends not only ro the Prevention of fuch In- 
juries as one Man may receive from another; 
but likewiſe of ſuch Injuries as the whole 
State or Kingdom may receive from another 
State or Kingdom, with which it is at War. 
In this Caſe, therefore, Protection cannot be 

gi 


20 On the NATURAL DUTY 


given to the whole, without the Obedience, 
and not only the Obedience, but the perſonal 
Aſiſtance of the Individuals : Therefore the 
Magiſtrate hath a Right to the perſonal Ser- 
vice of every Member of the State, for the 
Defence and Security of the Whole, This 
Right ariſes in the cleareſt Manner, from the 
Nature and Condition of Man, Every indi- 
vidual Man hath a Right, or to ſpeak more 
properly, is indeed under a Duty, ot Self- 
prefervation and Defence: It is the firſt great 
Law of Nature: And as no Man has a Right 
to deſtroy his own Life, ſo neither hath he a 
Right to ſubmit it to Deſtruction by an Ene- 
my, without exerting all poſſible Reſiſtance. 
What is thus a natural Duty, is no leſs the na- 
tural Inclination of all Men; there being no 
rational Creature ſo ſtupid, as not to be poſ- 
ſeſſed with an unalterable Abhorrence againſt 
Pain, or Slauery, or Death. Suppoſe then that 
two Men have agreed or leagued together, for 
each others mutual Protection and Support: 
Can either of theſe (in Caſe of an Attack from 
5 a 
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a common Enemy) affirm that he hath a 
Right to ſkulk from Danger, and leave his 
Friend and Ally to the Mercy of a ſuperior 
Force? Or if he does, can he ever in Reaſon 
deſire the future Protection of Him whom he 
hath ſo baſely deſerted ? Suppoſe then the 
Number of thoſe who league together to be 
increaſed to Ten, or to ten Thouſand, or to 
ten Millions; till the reciprocal Duty of mu- 
tual Aſſiſtance and Defence remains unaltered: 
And it is impoſſible for any Man to ſhake it 
H, who has either Life, or Per/or, or Free- 
dom, or Property to "ee: 


Fo R any Man to ſay in this Caſe, that he 
has no Eflate to defend; and therefore “let 
thoſe defend their Eſtates who have them,” 1s 
- a Kind of Language which can hardly come 
from an honeſt Heart, unleſs accompanied 
with a Head more weak than ordinary. For 
which, I beſeech you, does every Man value 
moſt, — His Eftate and outward Fortune, or his 
Life, his Limbs, and Liberty? No Man will 
heſi- 
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heſitate a Moment iu his Choice; but every 
Man declare that he prefers the latter; be- 
cauſe without Life, Limbs, and Freedom, all 
other Poſſefuans are void of H orth., Every 
Man therefore, as having Life, Perfon, and 
Liberty to defend, is poſſeſſed of a Property 
more valuable than all the Eftates in the 
World ; becaufe he would rather part with 
any Et ate, than be depriyed of theſe. Hence 
therefore ariſes the uniyerſal Duty of a per- 
fenal Service in every Member of the State, 
tor the Defence of his Life, Perſon, and Li- 
berty; without any Regard had to the Diffe- 
cence of Wealth, Fortune, or Eftate. Thoſe 
who are infirm, are of Courſe excepted, becauſe 
they are naturally incapable of this perſonal 
Service. Some few Men, of certain Profe/- 
fioas may likewiſe, by the Conſent of the 
whole Society, be exempt from it: but this 
Exemption is not given for their own Sakes ; 
it is not becauſe they are poor, or rich, or 
learned, or great, or powerful; but only be- 
cauſe their Attendance on their Profefjon is 
| judg: 
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judged to be of more Uſe and Importance to 
the Public, than their perſouai Service in the 
Article of Defence. No Man, therefore, of 
whatever Rank or Condition, is naturally free 
from this Service, unleſs he be expreſly. ex- 
cepted by Law ; and he who refuſes to per- 
form this perſonal Service, when called to ir 
in his Turn by the lawful Magiſtrate, is an 
Apoſtate from Truth and Reaſon, forfeits all 
Right to the Protection of the State; and if 
he reſiſis the Magiſtrate when his Service is 
demanded, becomes a Rebel to his King and 


Country. 


Havins thus delivered the Principles 
on which every Man is bound to obey the 
governing Powers, and join (when he is le- 
cally called upon) in the Defence of himſelf 
and his Country ; 1 muſt now, with a Mix- 
ture of Reluctance and Pleaſure, proceed to 
make ſome Obſervations which may concern 
us all, on Occaſion of the late unhappy Infar- 


reflion in this Neighbourhood. 
AND 
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AND 1ft, Let me lay before'you the un- 
common and unexampled Guilt of this atro- 
cious Attempt ; and point out to you the 
many aggravating Circumſtances with which 
it was attended. It was an Attempt to 
defeat a Law, which the beſt and wiſeſt Part 
of this Nation had long wiſhed to ſee eſta- 
bliſhed, and had lived to fee that Wiſh at 
length compleated : A Law, which hath fixed 
the national Defence on its moſt natural and 
fure Foundations, by teaching every Man no 
longer to rely on the precarious and dange- 
rous Aſſiſtance of a foreign Force, but in 
Turn to become his own and his Country's 
Defender. It was an Attempt to defeat a 
Law, which hath already proved its own Ex- 
cellence, by appointing our Fellow-Subjetts to 
defend our Forts, and guard our Prifoners of 
War, and thus enabling our regular Troops 
to attack our Enemies in their moſt valuable 


Poſſeſſions: A Law, which is not only thus 
con- 
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conducive to Victory abroad, but hath farther 
proved its Excellence by quelling a dangerous 
Inſurrection at Home; witneſs that unhappy 
one, which is the Subject of our preſent At- 
tention. It was an Attempt to inſult, to abuſe, 
nay even to murder thoſe Men, who were 
aſſembled in Obedience to the Laws of their 
Country. . . It was an Attempt to ſow Diſſen- 
tion thro' this Kingdom, at a Time when the 
moſt amiable of Kings had happily united the 
Hearts of all his Subjects: It was an Attempt 
to fruſtrate thoſe upright and ſteady Meaſures, 
which had raiſed this Nation to a Pitch of un- 
exampled Glory ; which, by the Providence 
of God, had bleſt us with repeated Victories; 
had enabled us to ſinite our Enemies in the 
hinder Parts, and put them to a perpetual 
Shame: It was an Attempt to revive the 
drooping Courage of our Foes ; to ſet every 
Man againſt his Brother; to fill the Land 
with Confuſion and Blood; and finally, to 
give us up for a Prey to that Enemy which 
hath ſo long watched and laboured for our 


Deſtruction, 
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THE Attempt having been thus horrible 
in its Nature; let me next obſerve, How 
much it is the Duty of every Man, from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, to expreſs his Deteſtation 
of this atrocious Crime, by every Means that 
is in his Power. It is not enough, that we 
do not actually oi in ſuch ruinous Attempts. 
If we encourage them by our Words, we are 
inſtrumental to their farther Progreſs: To 
palliate Guilt, is to partake of it: And if we 
blow the dying Embers of Sedition by our 
Breath, we take the ſureſt Means of kindling 
it once more into Flames. Even to be ſilent 
on ſuch an Occaſion, when the Blood of in- 
nocent Men (ſhed in Vindication of their 
Country) calls aloud for Juſtice; even to be 
ſilent, J ſay, is a Kind of Connivance at the 
Crime of Murder. No Expreſions of Hatred 
and Deteſtation againſt ſuch atrocious Wick- 
edneſs can be too public or too firong: For 
thus alone, by the anited Voice of all honeſt 
Men, the /eading Inſtruments of Sedition 
can be ſtruck dumb; and their deluded Fol- 
[52ers convinced of the Baſeneſs and Profli- 


gacy 
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gacy of that Attempt, in which they have 
been fo unhappily involved. And above all, 
if any of theſe Traitors to their Country are 
ſo bold and deſperate, as to throw out 
Threats of future Miſchief to any of thoſe 
who were engaged in this neceſſary Service, 
it is the Duty of every honeſt Man to pro- 
claim them to the World; not to ſkreen 
them from Juſtice thro' a falſe Compaſſion ; 
but rather to uſe every lawful Means of 
bringing them to ſuch Puniſhments as the 
Law hath ordained againſt the Diſturbers of 
the public Peace. And he who is defective 
in this neceſſary Duty, is neither true to 
himſelf, his King, his Country, nor his 
God. 


My next Obſervation, and of a much 
more pleaſing Kind, Mall be, to lay before 
you the Excellence of this Law, which theſe 
audacious Men combined to ſubvert. In the 
quelling of this horrible Attempt, we have 


had the ſtrongeſt Proof of the Tropreety 
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and Uſefulneſs of a national Militia. There 
have been honeſt Men who doubted, and di- 


honeft Men who ſpread Suſpicions, concerning 
the Effects of this Eſtabliſhment. It had 


been ſuggeſted that a Militia, in the Hour 


of Trial, would prove themſelves either timid, 


or incapable, or unfaithful; that they would 
be more likely to create a Riot, than to quell 
one. But, in this late Event, we have ſeen 
a clear and noble Inſtance of their Union and 
Ability, their Integrity and Courage. A mu- 
tual Confidence, grounded on a mutual Know- 
ledge of each other's upright Intentions, was 
the Cement that bound them together: The 
Magiſtrate rely'd on the Officer, and the 
Officer on the private Man. *© The Eye 
« did not ſay to the Hand, I have no Need. 
* of I hee; nor yet the Head to the Feet, 
% have no Need of You: But God ſo tem- 
„ pered the Body together, that there was 
* no Schiſm in the Body : But the Members 
« had the ſame Care, one for another.”... 


But above all, let me remark the generons 
For- 
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Forbearance, the diſtinguiſhed Humanity 
which was diſplayed on this unhoppy Occa- 
fion : When this Handful of brave Men in- 
durcd the Inſults, the Outrage, the Violeuce, 
and /ong-continued Provocatious of a ſur- 
rounding Multitude, without Reſiſtance: 
Nor ever gave their Fire, till their Enemies, 
armed with Death, were at the very Points 
of their Bayonets, and even endeavoured to 
wreſt them from the Muſquets, and turn 
them againſt their Owners; nay, till 
even an Officer was ſingled out, and 


ſhot to Death, in the Preſence of his 
Companions; nay, even till (animated by 


this Forbearance) the furious Mob broke 


in upon their Ranks, and the Tide of imme- 
diate Deſtruction was pouring in from every 


Quarter... . From the Unanimity, the Con- 
duct, the Integrity, the Courage, and Hu- 
manity, which were diſplayed on this Occa- 
ſion, we may juſtly infer the Excellence 
this Law, whoſe Efficacy hath been put to the 
Proof on this trying and intereſting Event. 
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THE Obſervation which naturally ariſeth 
from hence 1s, that we chearfully and readily 
concur, in our reſpective Stations, to the full 
and perfect Eſtabliſhment of a Law, which 
hath ſo early proved its Utility and Excellence. 
As to the Puniſhment due to thoſe who have 
ſo baſely rebelled againſt it, that lies not 


within my Province to conſider : No Doubt, 


the public Peace, and the proper Ends of 
Government, will be ſecured on this alarm- 
ing Occaſion, by a wiſe Mixture of Juſtice 
and of Mercy. But it was my Duty to in- 
force Obedience to it, by laying before you 
Obligations of a higher Nature than can 
ariſe from the coercive Power of human 
Laws: And this I have endeavoured to do, 
by addreſſing you as Mey, as Britons, and 
as Chriſtians; by explaining that natural 
Duty of perſonal Service, which every Man 
is under, from the firſt Principle of SH 
Preſervation and Defence; from that Pro- 
tection which every Man claims and reaps 
from 
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from his Connexions with his Fellow- 
Citizens; from the preſent Situation of our 
Country, with Reſpect to that dangerous 
War in which we are engaged; and laſtly 
from the exprels Commands of God, who 
hath declared, that they who reſiſt and rebel 
againſt the Peace and Happineſs of their 
Country, ſhall receive to themſekves Damna- 
tion.. . Altho', therefore, this County muſt 
ſubmit to the mortifying Charge of having 
been the moſt outragious in rebelling againſt 
this excellent Law ; yet the Accuſation ſhall „in 
ſome Meaſure, carry its own Antidote along 


with it, when it ſhall be known to the 


World, that its leading Members, with the 
ready and generous Aſſiſtance of a nejghbour- 
ing one, were the firſt to ſtand up for, and 
prove the Excellence of that Law, which 
ſome of their deluded Countrymen had un- 
happily rebelled againſt: And not only ſo, 
but have ſet ſuch a 7% Example of Terror to 
ill-diſpoſed. Men, as will probably prevent all 
future Inſurrections on the like Occaſion. 
AND 
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AND now, in Concluſion, let me ad- 
dreſs myſelf to thoſe unhappy Men, who 
were engaged in this ruinous Attempt: And, 
in this Addreſs, it will be but Juſtice, to di- 
vide them into two Claſſes, I mean thoſe of 


Ringleaders, and Followers, in this wicked 
Inſurrettion, 


Ap firſt, as to You who were the 
Leaders in this atrocious Deſign, I exhort 
you to an immediate and a deep Repentance, 
for the horrible Crimes in which you are 
involved : For your Crimes are no leſs than 
thoſe of Treaſon, and of Murder: Of 
Treaſon againſt your King and Country; of 
the Murder of innocent Men, acting in 
Defence of the juſt Laws of the Realm, 
You are the firſt Authors of theſe dreadtul 
Crimes; as well as of the Death of your A 
ciates, whom your pernicious Counſels drew 
in to their Deſtruction. Humble yourlelves, 
therefore, in the Sight of Almighty God, 

' repent 
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repent you truly of theſe Sins you have com- 
mitted; for thus alone, whatever be your 
Fate on Earth, can you hope to eſcape the 
Judgments of God on the great Day of 
Retribution, . . . But if you ſtill continue 
impenitent, and hardened in your Sin; 
know, that neither your Numbers, nor your 
Fury, can ſkreen you from the juſt Reſent- 
ment of your Country. You may flattcr 
yourſelves, that you are ſo formidable, as to 
ſtrike a Terror into all who deteſt your 
Crimes: But in this you are altogether miſ- 
taken. For myſelf, I tell you plainly, that 
J fear you not. And, I tell you farther, 
that all honeſt Men deſpiſe your Threats; 
and are determined to ſet themſelves againſt 
you; and in caſe of continued Obſtinacy, 
or farther Intentions of Miſchicf or Revenge, 
to riſe againſt you as one Man, and over- 
whelm you with Confuſion and Deſpair. 
How can you think, that they who are 
armed with Innocence and Juſtice, can ever 
be afraid of thoſe who are ſhrinking under 
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the Terrors which Conſcience brings, even to 
the Mind of the moſt determined Sinner? 
Let your late Experience, on the Day of 
Trial, ſtand for an everlaſting Proof of the 


Intrepidity of Iunocence, when oppoſed to 
the Fears of Guilt. 


Bu x as to You who have been unhappily 
deluded and miſled into this fatal Inſurre#tion ; 
J am deſirous of expoſtulating wi:k Lon, in 
another Manner... . I doubt not, but many 
of you are, by this Time, convinced of the 
Raſhneſs and Guilt of your Attempt : That 
you already ſtand ſelf- convicted and aſtoniſhed 
at your Crimes. If fo, let me aſſure you, that 
a ſincere and public Expreſſion of Sorrow for 
your Rebellion, is the likelieſt Means of your 
obtaining Pardon, both here, and hercafter.. 
But if you ſtill continue under your Deluſion, 
let me argue with you freely, as Man with 
Man. . . Are you ſo far departed from the 
Character of Britons, as to ſkulk from Danger 
when your Service is required in your Turn, 

for 
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for the Defence of your Lives and Liberties? 
J am ſure, you are not: Your Preſence, even 


on this unhappy Occaſion, proves the con- 


trary. If ſo; was it reaſonable that you 
ſhould attempt to defeat a Law, which was 
ſolely calculated for the Defence of your Lives 
and Liberties, againſt the ſworn Enemies of 
your Country ?. Can you be inſenſible of the 


Bleſſings you poſleſs, under his Majeſty's moſt | 
excellent Government? I am perſwaded, you 
are not: But if you are; mark the Difference 


of Protection which You enjoy, from that 
which Men of your own Rank experience in 
other Countries. There you will fee them 
fold at Will, and carry'd like Droves of Cattle 
to the Slaughter, for the Ends of Tyranny or 
Ambition ; while Tour Rights are juſtly held 
facred ; nor are you ever called to the Field, 
but where the beſt Gentlemen of your Country 
lead you on, partaking with you the ſame 
Dangers and Fatjgues ; and this only for the 
Defence of our own Lives and Freedom. . 


Would you defeat a Law, which hath e 
your 
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your King to carry a juſt War into the Heart 
of the Enemy's Country ?.. Would you defeat 
thoſe Meaſures which have raiſed this Nation to 
ſuch a Pitch of Happineſs and Glory ? Tknow, 
you would not: Yet this have you blindly 
attempted to do: For this Law, and theſe 
Meaſures, were plann'd by the ſame Wiſdom, 
and muſt fand or fall together. . . . Would 
you delight to ſee your Country a Scene of 
Blood and Murder? Far be ſuch an Imputa- 
tion from you! Yet, even this, your Leaders 
deluded you to attempt, when they tempted 
you unawares to ſhed the Blood of your Fel- 
low Subjects... Would you rejoice to hear that 
the French were landed on your Coaſts? You 
are incapable of ſuch a Wiſh. Yet, even to 
this, did you unwarily contribute, when you 
aimed to defeat that Law, which was calcu- 
lated to prevent their landing. .. Finally, 
would you deſignedly murder your Protectors, 
and imbrue your Hands in the Blood of thoſe 
who were labouring for your Welfare? Trem- 
ble, my deluded Countrymen, at that Gulph 
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rendered abortive, by a few brave and deter- 
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of Horror, on the Brink of which you ſtood! 


For even this Immanity, this prodigious and 
unexampled Crime You were on the Point of 
committing, For had not your Deſigns been 


mined Britons ;—all thoſe honeſt Men and their 
diſintereſted Commanders,— who left their 
own Homes in Obedience to this Law which 
You attempted to ſubvert, - nay even the 
Magiſtrates of your own County, aſſembled 


to fulfil the Laws, for your Country's and for 


i Your Protection, —even all theſe had been 
bach murdered by you, — had fallen the in- 
nocent Vitims of your blind and unſated Fury! 

. The Scene is too dreadful to contemplate : 
May God, in his Mercy, forgive you the 
Attempt ! 


* 


RETURN then to the Paths of Duty; 
for theſe alone you will find to be the Paths 
of Peace. Be not aſhamed to acknowledge 
that you have been miſled: It is the Mark of 
an ingenuous and noble Mind, to confeſs and 

lament 
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lament an Error. 
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This, if you do in Time, 
your Country will, by Degrees, forget the 
paſt, and will not be backward to reccive you. 
once more to its Protection: Nay, even thoſe / 
honourable Men, whoſe: Deſtruction you at- 
tempted, will forget their Injuries; will for- 
give your horrible Deſigus againſt their Lives; 
and even p/ead your PRI» on The Bs of 
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